J. L. HOWARD. 

BUSINESS FORM. 
APPLICATION FILED MAR. 14, 1921. 



1,406,561. 



Patented Feb. 14, 1922. 



The Travelers Insurance Company 

Hartford, Connecticut 



Hereby Agrees to Issue Life Insurance to 



CERTIFICATE 
Ho 



for the largest sum stated on any coupon remaining hereto attached, provided he will s£n the attached 
application and pay to the agent hereinafter named the premium for the form and amount of insurance 
selected according to the premium rates set forth in the rate book of the Company. 



The Company hereby authorizes u ~ T T " ~ 7" 

to place this insurance in force immediately upon payment of the premium sodetermmeO. 



^Agent, 



Received of the applicant herein named the- 



_ annual premium of 



Department Secretary. 



_Do!lar& 



« __form of contract, 

upon the. — — _— : 

. _ _as beneficiary. 

durance"* the amount elected M herein before descri bed shal I be in force from the^erf^W^ 
as certified hereon for the period covered by such premium; subsequent payments to be made aceonimj to 
the terms of said contract. 

tern Department Secretary 

CCKTiriCO: PATC 1 "~ 



VOID VNLES5 CEKTlFtED BY THE AGENT HEREIN NAMED WITHIN SIXTY DAYS FROM 

INSTRUCTIONS: If not certified withm i hat period return this certificate immediately thereafter to the, 

Return lou)*r portion to Company for issuance of contract- 




EIGH T THOUSAND DOLLARS 
MINE THOUSAND DOLLARS 




SEV ENTY- FIVE. HUNDRED DOLLARS 
EIGHT THOUSAND DOLLARS 
NINE THO USAND DOLLARS 
TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS 



NUMBER _ 

I M-* apply to The 7*^>^*3S2X Y£ ^^^tfT^fB 



for life Insurance in accoroance wm. — — .w,nu«h<i S h«nHu chantein 

my personal or femily history. .form of contract g 

| C 1 desire- : — ~ benefichuy g 



payable to_ — 

I further declare that 1 have p*iei to ~~ 

Yfitness— " 

VOID UNLESS EXECUTED W\THm 51 XTY DAYS fROM - 



_ Agent I 
_ Dollars ] 



, Applicant. 
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To all w horn it may concern : 

Be it known that I, James L. Howard, a 
citizen of the United States, and resident of 
Hartford, county of Hartford, State of Con- 
5 necticiit, have invented certain new and use- 
ful Improvements in a Business Form, of 
which the following- is a specification. 

This invention relates to a novel and use- 
ful form for transacting business. The in- 
10 vention finds a peculiar usefulness in con- 
nection with the insurance business and for 
purposes of the disclosure in this applica- 
tion of the invention and its method of use, 
the description will be directed to an insur- 
15, ance form, such as is illustrated in the draw- 
ing, and in which the invention is embodied. 

In the solicitation and sale of life insur- 
ance at the present time, and assuming that 
an agent has sold a policy of insurance to 
20 . an applicant for insurance, it is a custom- 
ary # practice . for the agent to request the 
issuing company to prepare a second policy 
which usually is identical with the policy 
which has been sold as to the amount, pre- 
25 miuni, form of contract and beneficiary. 
Upon delivery of the original policy, the 
agent offers to the insured this additional 
policy and the insured is given a period of 
sixty days within which to decide whether 
30 or not he will accept the additional policy. 
In a certain percentage of cases, such poli- 
cies are accepted, but in a very large per- 
centage of cases such policies are not ac- 
cepted because the insured may desire a dif- 
35 ferent form or amount which, without the 
use of the proposed certificate, the agent is 
not able to grant without submission to the 
executives of the company. The time con- 
sumed in preparing these extra policies 
40 which are not used is an item of consider- 
able moment, and the insurance form con- 
stituting the subject matter of this inven- 
tion is intended to largely reduce or elimi- 
nate the waste involved,- while, at the same 
45 time, giving to the agent and to the insured 
an opportunity to make such a contract as 
may then be agreed upon without being re- 
stricted to any particular form or amount. 
Generally speaking, the insurance form 
50 constituting the subject matter of this in- 
vention as sent to the agent , by the issuing 
company constitutes an authorization by 
the eomparry, through the signature of a 
proper official, of the agent specified, to close 
55 a contract of insurance with the insured, 



who is specified, for any amount of insur- 
ance between limits established by the com- 
pany on the form. The agent is thus left 
tree to negotiate the sale of any of the dif- 
ferent forms of policies issued by the com- 6 0 
pany and the insured is left free to select 
the lorn] desired, to specify how much .ad- 
ditional insurance he wishes to purchase 
and to indicate who shall be the beneficiary,' 
and in all of these respects the policy of 6 5 
additional insurance may vary from' the '• 
original policy upon which this additional 
insurance is based. 

This invention then resides in an in- 
surance form of peculiar construction and 70 
arrangement comprising three sections em- 
bodied in a single sheet which shall be sever- 
able m one— the intermediate-section, and 
so arranged that each section shall consti- 
tute a check on the other section as to at 75 
least one condition of the policy to be issued, 
for instance the amount of the policy, this 
check being automatically established by the 
severance of the form. The two parts of the 
form when severed will each carry corre- 80 
sponcling indications as to the form of insur- 
ance contract which is desired, the amount of 
the preinium, and the beneficiary, (some or 
all of these features of the insurance contract 
may be endorsed on the two parts of the 85 
form ) : Before proceeding to a detailed de- 
scription of the particular form here select- 
ed for purposes of illustration, it may be 
said that the device forming the subject mat- 
ter of this invention may be adapted to other 90 
uses than in the field of insurance and that : 
the automatic check on the two parts of the 
device when severed may be a check on other 
things than the amount of the insurance 
policy involved, and further, that this auto- 95 
matic check may be applied to more than 
a single feature of the transaction, which in 
the case illustrated is the sale of . insurance. 

The drawing illustrates the application of 
the invention to a form which may be uti- 100 
lized in connection with the sale of an in- 
surance policy. As will be seen, the form 
is in three sections which may be generally 
indicated by the reference letters A, B and 
C. The upper section is the agreement by 105 
the company to issue insurance to the in- ■ 
sured, John Doe, and authorizes the agent, 
Richard Eowe, to place the insurance in. 
force under certain conditions with blanks 
left for the indication of the amount of the 110 
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premium, the amount of insurance, the form 
of the contract, and the beneficiary. A blank 
is also left for the certification by the agent 
which" will put the insurance in force as and 
of the date written. This upper section 



70 



10 



16 



agent, Richard Ro we, having sold a policy 
of insurance to John Doe receives from the 
company one of these forms properly num- 
bered and containing only the name of the 
insuredy :the name of the agent, and the sig- 
contains, as in the upper right hand corner,- nature of the proper company official. This 
a certain certificate number.: - , constitutes an authorization of the agent to 

The intermediate section B comprises a put in force , a policy of insurance limited 
plurality of coupons with perforations be- only in the maximum amount of the policy 
tween in order that the complete form may which is indicated by the largest - amount 75 
be readily severed at any desired point. The shown on any coupon. If the insured de- 
borders D are not perforated and thus guard sir es" more, insurance, (it may be had with- 
against accidental severance of the form or out further medical examination, etc., if 

■ - taken within the sixt^ d 

allowed in this business ) , he indicates to the 8 6 
agent the form of contract; he - desires, and 
the name of the beneficiary . These items are • 



against 

any part of it. In the case illustrated, these 
coupons have a central column in which each 
coupon is numbered, and at each side of this 
central column there is a column represent- 



ing in the case illustrated, dollars. It will filled in both in the upper part of the form. 



be observed that in the left hand column of 
20 coupon No. 1 there is an indication of $1,000, 
but that in the right hand column of coupon 
No/ 1 there is ho indication of -any amount 
of dollars. Also, it will be observed that in 
the last coupon, here No. 11, in the right 
25 hand column there is an indication of a 
number of dollars, to wit $10, 000 v while in 
the left hand column there is no indication 
of any amount. Then by comparing the 
dollar indications on each coupon it will be 
30 seen that the left hand column indications 
of each coupon are the same in amount as 
the right hand column indications of each 
succeeding coupon. That is to say, the left 
hand column indication of coupon No. 1 is 
3 5 $1 ,000 and the right hand column indica- 
tion of coupon No. 2 is $1,000; the left hand 
column indication of coupon No. 5 is $5,000 
and the right hand column indication of 
coupon No. 6 is $5,000. It will thus be ap- 
40 parent that wherever iii the intermediate 
section B the form is severed the largest 
amount shown on any coupon attached to the 
upx^er portion will correspond to the small- 
est amount shown on any coupon attached 
45 to the lower portion. When severed, the up- 
per portion is to be delivered to the insured 
arid the lower portion sent to the home office. 

The third section of the form constitutes, 
in this case, an application for life insur- 
50 ance which is to be signed by the applicant 
who is the individual whose name appears at 
the top of the form and to whom the com- 
pany agrees to issue a policy under certain 
... .. conditions.; ; v This app;li.c.atioh 5; as; in; -the. -'up- 
55 per right hand corner, bears the same certifi- of coiipons with indicated lines of severance 



section A.,, under the receipt and in the lower 
part of the form, section C, which consti- 85 
tutes the application, the agent then severs 
this form in the intermediate section B un- 
der the coupon which, in the ksft hand col- 
umn, shows the amount of insurance which . 
the insured desires to buy. If the policy is, 90 
to be for $5,000. the form is severed below 
coupon No. 5.. The upper portion is then 
delivered to the insured and represents all 
of the details' of the proposed policy and the 
largest amount on any coupon indicates the 95 
amount for which the face of the policy is 
to be written. The lower part is returned 
to; the company as its guide in preparing the 
complete policy, and other facts as to the ; 
policy, to wit the form of the contract and 100 
the beneficiary having been written into the 
application, the amount for which the policy 
is to be written Avill be found to be the 
smallest amount represehted on any coupon 
attached. . >- , . 105 

I claim as my invention >—r / 
1. In; a life insurance form,, a sheet pom- 
prising three sections, : the : upper of said sec- 
tions comprising a certificate bearing , a con- 
ditional offer to an insured, an authorization ; 11 0 
to an agent, a receipt, and an appropriately 
designated .certificate date and signature 
line ; the loAver of said sections comprising 
an application for insurance as; offered in 
said certificate section ; said upper and lower 116 
sections bearing like provisions for limiting 
the time of .acceptance'.o.f the offer of insur- 
ance, I and identical serial numbers ; and an 
intermediate section ■■ comprising a, plurality 



cate number as appears in the upper right 
hand corner of section A of the form and 
contains blanks to indicate the form of con- 
tract desired, the name of the beneficiary , the 
60 declaration of the payment of the premium 
to the agent whose name "appears at the top 
of the form, and provisions for the signa- 
ture of the applicant, witness, etc. 
■ Briefly, the method of use of this form in 
65 the insurance business is as follows. The 



between them and indications of amounts of 
dollars on said coupons so arranged that 
when adjacent coupons are separated along 
the; line of severance therebetween the 
amount s" on said adjacent coupons auto- 
matically establish a check as to the amount 
of insurance agreed upon. 

2. In a life insurance form, a sheet com- 
prising three sections, the ripper of said sec- 
tions comprising a certificate bearing a con- 
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ditional offer to an insured, an authoriza- 
tion to an agent, a receipt, and an appro- 
priately ^ designated certificate date and sig- 
nature line; the lower of said sections com- 
5 prising an application for insurance as 
offered in said certificate section ; said upper 
and lower sections bearing like provisions 
for limiting the time of acceptance of the 
offer of insurance, and identical serial num- 
10 bers; and an intermediate section compris- 



ing a plurality of coupons with indicated 
lines of severance between them and indica- 
tions of amounts of dollars on said coupons, 
an amount on any given one of said coupons 
corresponding to an amount on the next pre- 
ceding coupon and a second amount on said 
given coupon corresponding to a like amount 
on the next succeeding coupon. 

JAMES Lt HOWARD 



